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Campaign highlights
#neverstoplearning 

• Over 600 free learning events , courses and resources promoted via the Adult Learners’ 
Week website 

• 5,419 Adult Learners’ Week participants tracked

• 100 partners engaged  with Adult Learners’ Week (delivering events, taster sessions, 
promoting lifelong learning policy, building partnerships and sharing case studies)

• 13k active users  across the Adult Learners’ Week platform

• 47K page views across the Adult Learners’ Week platform

• Alun Wyn Jones reel / news content gained over 7k views  on Instagram

• Michael Sheen’s  message for Adult Learners’ Week and the Inspire! Award Winners
  

• The  Innovation Fund  awarde d  g rants to 33 organisations  (from 54 application entries)

• Over 180 pieces of coverage  for the  Insp ire ! Awards/ Adult Le arne rs’ We e k

• The  cam paign onboarde d  18 new organisations .

• 10k referrals from the Working Wales site to the  Adult Le arne rs’ We e k site .



#neverstoplearning 

What did we deliver? Summary of content
• Stakeholder toolkit for providers
• Events / courses hosted via L&W and Working Wales
• A message of support from Michael Sheen
• 1 minute message reels from award winners 
• Inspire! Awards event / PR
• Webinar in partnership with DOVE Workshop & Ohio 

University

• Vox pop - challenge the public video
• Two skills compilation videos to promote various types of 

learning and subjects.
• Alun Wyn Jones campaign ambassador activity (regional/ 

national PR and a visit to Gower College Swansea)
• Paid media across Meta, Google, ITVX and Programmatic CTV

Activity led by Learning and Work Institute Activity led by Golley Slater



Campaign 
Ambassador activity

Known for his record-breaking rugby career, Alun 
Wyn Jones is also a passionate advocate for education 
and lifelong learning.

Alongside his sporting achievements, he holds a law 
degree from Swansea University and is currently 
learning Welsh. 

To mark the launch of Adult Learners' Week, he joined 
colleagues at L&W, and Isaac Fabb, former Inspire! 
Award winner, to take up a carpentry class at Gower 
College Swansea.

https://youtube.com/shorts/SVr3HpvG_GQ?si=ZhDS6h
gy4ZscHv7T

#neverstoplearning 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftracking.learningandwork.org.uk%2Fc%2Fc9f35a761129e5d6a0776947d710b428_51c7cf1ed4cccb0a1d278c63aaadedf3%3Fsid%3D686bd6d0daaca27aafa53c655b58883a_ea0ca59e1e499b7c11e28aa7f6424f49%26aid%3DFtH7&data=05%7C02%7Cnisha.patel%40learningandwork.org.uk%7Ce8ae8b1da93c4e3c8e3108ddf45c7282%7C008187e87d444849a332a9fd32d2032d%7C1%7C0%7C638935400085808514%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2uVo5M7Cg8UMMmdTTEK9W5HnJeBKn8ZhW%2FBXBcWnWEo%3D&reserved=0
https://youtube.com/shorts/SVr3HpvG_GQ?si=ZhDS6hgy4ZscHv7T
https://youtube.com/shorts/SVr3HpvG_GQ?si=ZhDS6hgy4ZscHv7T
https://youtube.com/shorts/SVr3HpvG_GQ?si=ZhDS6hgy4ZscHv7T


Michael Sheen’s message of support for the 
Inspire! Awards and Adult Learners’ Week.

#neverstoplearning 

L&W reached out to actor Michael Sheen, who provided a supportive video message for the Inspire! Awards and Adult 
Learner’s Week. He congratulated the award winners' "stories of transformation and resilience," urged them to inspire others,  
and emphasised the central theme of Adult Learners' Week: to "never stop learning."



#neverstoplearning 
Adult Learners’ Week 2025 
Campaign themes

Monday 15 September
Learner Voices 
The stories of existing learners inspire others to join in. We know that 
word of mouth plays a powerful role in building the confidence of others 
to engage with learning and listening to the experiences of learners is 
vital in shaping provision that meets their needs. Think about a focus on 
sharing learner stories, learner led outreach activity, bring a friend events 
and learner forums. 

Tuesday 16 September 
Collaboration & Connection
Adult Learners’ Week thrives on partnership – at international, national 
and local level. The best adult learning is built on collaboration to enable 
pathways that meet learners needs and aspirations. We can all learn 
from different approaches and the best innovation is often done in 
collaboration with others. Use Adult Learners’ Week to celebrate the 
joint practice that you have developed – share your stories or take the 
opportunity to explore new conversations to make wider connections 
and find new ways to engage.

Wednesday 17 September 
Skills for Work & Progression 
Access to learning at work plays a key role in supporting people to progress and build their skills. 
The workplace can be a gateway to reach and engage people through informal and formal 
provision. Think about using this day to put a focus on opportunities to learn at work – taster 
sessions and workshops, skills sharing and information days. Surveys and sharing success stories 
are a great way to develop more insight into learning needs and celebrate success!

Thursday 18 September
Essential Skills
Literacy, numeracy and digital skills are building blocks for further learning but also vital for 
living life to the full or progressing in work. We know that low levels of these life skills can 
hamper confidence to be actively engaged in society and if you’re a parent – in school life, it 
holds many people back from securing good jobs. Use this theme to put a focus on promoting 
taster classes, listening to your community to shape and co -produce curriculum and enable 
learners to participate in the creation of provision to meet their needs. 

Friday 19 September:
Health and Wellbeing
Learning is a vital part of tackling health inequalities – it leads to more confidence, supports 
mental health, builds social capital and provides the skills to move people into work. 
Think about a focus on learning activity that supports health and wellbeing, informal and creative 
activities. You could use this theme to build more links with local health services and social 
prescribers and explore better opportunities for signposting across services.

Campaign theme days



Adult Learners’ Week - key activities
#neverstoplearning 

https://www.learningandwork.wales/reskilling-for-renewal-lessons-from-wales-and-appalachia-webinar/
https://estyn.gov.wales/improvement-resources/literacy-numeracy-and-digital-skills-in-adult-learning-in-the-community/
https://richardnosworthy.wales/podcast/


Ministerial activity
#neverstoplearning 

Jeremy Miles MS

Nia Griffith MP

Plenary - Oral Question from Julie Morgan MS.

https://www.facebook.com/JeremyMilesMSAS


Inspire! Awards media activities
#neverstoplearning 

The campaign generated 177 media items

TV (3)
ITV 1 Wales: 18 September (Adult Learners’ mention) - Link
ITV 1 Wales: 23 September (Foo Seng) - Link
S4C: 25 September (Osian Lloyd) - Link

Radio (4)
BBC Radio Wales: 10 September (Osian Lloyd) - Link
BBC Radio Wales: 15 September (Joshua Miles and Foo Seng) - Link
BBC Radio Wales: 16 September (Michael Cook) - Link
BBC Radio Wales: 19 September (Michael Sheen and Gloria Beynon) - Link

Online items (163)
Print (13)

https://www.mynewspad.co.uk/viewbroadcast.asp?a_id=36531426
https://www.mynewspad.co.uk/viewbroadcast.asp?a_id=36531196
https://www.mynewspad.co.uk/viewbroadcast.asp?a_id=36531301
https://www.mynewspad.co.uk/viewbroadcast.asp?a_id=36531700
https://www.mynewspad.co.uk/viewbroadcast.asp?a_id=36531147
https://www.mynewspad.co.uk/viewbroadcast.asp?a_id=36531187
https://www.mynewspad.co.uk/viewbroadcast.asp?a_id=36531137


Newport ACL 
Menter Iaith Sir Caerffili
Coleg Cambria 
Panda Education and Training Ltd
Bridgend College
Neath Port Talbot Adult Community Learning
NFWI - Women’s Institute Learning Hub
Taff Housing Association
Seren in the Community
POA Trade Union Wulf Project
Fairer Future / The Menopause 
DOVE Workshop
Learning Pembrokeshire
Springboard

Innovation Fund partners
#neverstoplearning 

Cardiff University
The Little Learning Company
Swansea MAD
GoConnect Ltd
Cardiff and Vale College
Monmouthshire Adult Community Learning
Gwynedd & Mon Community Learning 
Dysgu Bro Ceredigion
Torfaen Adult Community Learning 
Llanover Arts Centre - Cardiff Council
Compass Community Hub - Merthyr CC
Aneurin Leisure Trust
Aberystywth University Lifelong Learning
Swansea Lifelong Learning
Cathays High School - Parent Learning Group
Vale of Glamorgan ACL 
RCT Lifelong Learning Centre 
Carmarthenshire Libraries
Gower College Swansea 



Adult Learners’ Week events 
#neverstoplearning 

Cardiff and Vale College 
(CAVC) delivered a series of 

Engagement Workshops 
throughout the region during 
Adult Learners' Week 2025. 

These workshops successfully 
aimed to recruit and inspire 

new adult learners by 
promoting Family Learning 

and encouraging participation 
through inclusive activities, 

while also showcasing the full 
range of learning opportunities 
available via CAVC and wider 

partners.

Amgueddfa Cymru  celebrated Adult 
Learners' Week by offering a diverse 

programme of opportunities across all 
seven of our museums. Designed to 

inspire people to discover a new 
passion or learn new skills, events 

included a BSL tour of the St Fagans 
food festival, a Welsh Learners' day at 

National Museum Cardiff, and a 
mindfulness event at the National 

Wool Museum, giving people across 
Wales a chance to try something new.

Taff Housing Association  planned 
an art therapy workshop to create 

mixed media cushion covers 
during Adult Learners' Week 2025. 
The session, primarily for tenants 
with mental health support, was 
designed as an informal gateway 
to promote further education, link 

learners with local course 
providers, and introduce their 

digital inclusion project.

Coleg Cambria  celebrated Adult 
Learners' Week 2025 by 

significantly expanding its 
community learning offer across 

North East Wales. The college 
provided numerous free 

learning opportunities, including 
English, Maths, and Digital 

Literacy sessions, which were 
delivered in new community 
venues and through strategic 

partnerships to make adult 
education more accessible.



• Over 600 events, courses & 
resources on offer 
throughout the month.

• 13k active users

• 12k New users

• 47k page views

• Top User acquisition 
insights: Referral, Direct, 
Organic 

• Referrals: Working Wales 
(10k), Google (1.3k)

Adult Learners’ Week 
website

#neverstoplearning 



Adult Learners’ Week event listings
#neverstoplearning 



Social media reach
#neverstoplearning 

• 43k views
• 1,607 interactions on posts 
• 1,314 reactions on posts 
• 190 comments on posts 
• 105 shares 
• 97 new followers

• 32,477 impressions 
• 510 reactions on posts  
• 22 reposts
• 809 page views
• 197 new followers (following 

      across the UK)

• 8,969 profile views
• 6,607 accounts reached  
• Reels were the highest viewed content
• 809 page views
• 16 new followers
• 59 interactions (likes, shares, saves)
• Over 5k views for the Alun Wyn Jones 

       launch video



One minute messages - YouTube shorts
#neverstoplearning 

L&W produced a series of one -minute shorts featuring award winners which offers practical tips and motivation.
All Adult Learners’ Week YouTube shorts can be viewed on the L&W’s YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/@niacedc/shorts

Meet Gloria Past award winners - montageMeet Hamdi

https://www.youtube.com/@niacedc/shorts


Inspire! Award
winners Foo Seng Thean

“It’s fun learning Welsh with 
my sons, helping them with 
their homework and writing 
Welsh comments in a daily 
journal. Now, when they 
need inspiration, they come 
to me.”

Gina Powell
“I’ve seen parents reconnect 
with learning and gain a 
renewed sense of self-worth. 
Whether their goal is university 
or just the courage to take that 
first step, I’m here to walk 
alongside them, because every 
step forward matters.”

Gloria Beynon
“Learning has reawakened my 
mind beyond childcare, boosting 
my confidence and overall well-
being, and volunteering is a 
fantastic experience that I would 
recommend to anybody of any 
age.”

Hamdi Abdalrhman 
“Age, background or 
circumstances should never be 
barriers to learning. Lifelong 
learning is an infinite journey 
that enriches both personal 
growth and professional 
opportunities.”

#neverstoplearning 

Award winner stories:
https://youtu.be/IdvMFzGTXKw?si=cpZFxU -B4vlnAnuK

https://youtu.be/IdvMFzGTXKw?si=cpZFxU-B4vlnAnuK
https://youtu.be/IdvMFzGTXKw?si=cpZFxU-B4vlnAnuK
https://youtu.be/IdvMFzGTXKw?si=cpZFxU-B4vlnAnuK
https://youtu.be/IdvMFzGTXKw?si=cpZFxU-B4vlnAnuK


Inspire! Award winner reactions: 

#neverstoplearning 

Winning the Inspire! Adult Learning Award has strengthened my belief in the power of lifelong learning. This recognition 
motivates me to keep growing and pursue my dreams with renewed passion. I am truly grateful for this honour and the 
support that has made it possible 
- Hamdi Abdalrhman 

It encourages me to keep learning and inspires others to learn regardless of one's age. You can be the next late bloomer! 
- Foo Seng Thean

It was such a fantastic experience on the awards night. Everyone was so friendly and helped me to not get too nervous. 
If I only help one person to try something new, I will be happy. I intend carrying on with my volunteering as I really enjoy the 
weekly sessions and I have had an awful lot of feedback from clients who saw clips on Wales online and messaged me to say 
that they thoroughly enjoyed the sessions and hope more to come. 
- Gloria Beynon 



Inspire! Awards 2026  
Call for nominations 

#neverstoplearning 

Categories :
Skills for Work Award
Young Adult Learner Award
Life Change Award
Essential Skills for Life Award
Learning for Better Health Award
Ageing Well Award
New Welsh Speaker Award
Shared Futures Award
Hywel Francis Award for Community Impact
Learner Voice Award

Closing date for nominations:
17 April 2026.



Campaign partner feedback
We were thrilled to take part in Adult Learners’ Week 2025, supported by a grant from the L&W and Welsh Government. This 
funding enabled us to run a wellbeing workshop that used craft not only as a tool to support health and wellbeing, but also as a 
way to connect with tenants and introduce them to other learning opportunities available locally. The workshop has already 
made a real difference, with several participants signing up for further training courses. Seeing the positive impact first-hand 
has also inspired us as an organisation to explore offering more sessions in the future. - Taff Housing Association.

#neverstoplearning 

We are very grateful for this opportunity and 
support, and hope to continue this partnership in the 

future to help promote Adult Community Learning 
- Adult Community Learning/Bridgend College

I found the communication from the L&W team fantastic throughout the process, signing up online was 
simple and we always enjoy delivering as part of this week as it allows us to broaden our reach in the 
community and provide activities to those who may not usually be able to access this provision.  - 
The Little Learning Company

Adult Learners’ Week continues to be an invaluable 
campaign for us. The financial support provided through 

the Learning & Work Institute’s Innovation Fund has been 
crucial at a time of increasing budgetary pressures, 

enabling us to promote adult learning opportunities 
more widely and engage new learners across our 

communities. The campaign plays an important role in 
raising awareness of lifelong learning and supporting our 

mission to make education accessible for all. - 
Coleg Cambria

Building on two years of running Adult Learners’ 
Week, I’m now focused on creating new and 

innovative ways to engage with the community and 
increase participation. This experience has 

highlighted the importance of strategic partnerships 
and location -based delivery and shown us what 
works and what needs improvement, and we’re 

excited to use these insights to make next year even 
more impactful.  - Dysgu Bro Ceredigion

Taking part in Adult Learners’ Week was a fantastic opportunity for the 
WI Learning Hub. It allowed us to showcase the breadth of learning 
opportunities we offer and connect with new audiences who might not 
otherwise have discovered us. The campaign gave us valuable visibility, 
highlighted the importance of lifelong learning, and reinforced our 
mission to make education inclusive and accessible for everyone. It’s a 
brilliant way to celebrate learners, share best practice, and be part of a 
wider movement that champions the power of learning. The 
communication throughout was excellent, the team were supportive at 
every step, and the systems were simple and easy to use, making the 
whole experience smooth and enjoyable. - Women’s Institute

Adult Learners’ Week is a wonderful opportunity to celebrate the power of lifelong learning and the achievements of adult 
learners across our community. The timing of Adult Learners Week is challenging at the start of the academic year with so muc h 
else happening during this period. The timing of the awards would be better in term 3 when learners are still studying. It al so is 
better from a recruitment point of view; learners can do tasters which lead onto signing up for courses which start in Septem ber . - 
Gower College Swansea 

It would be helpful if you could explore 
hosting Adult Learners’ Week at any earlier 

time of the year. Many providers begin 
delivery by the first/second week of 

September therefore it is hard for us to 
facilitate this. Our rooms are booked and 

tutors busy delivering which makes holding 
taster sessions very difficult. - 

Monmouthshire CC, ACL



Learner feedback from events
I was inspired by learners' individual journeys and stories. I also felt celebrated and felt 

a sense of achievement. It was an uplifting event and I enjoyed being recognised. 
I am already motivated and passionate about adult education. The event has 

consolidated my desire to work in education and that it suits me well. 

#neverstoplearning 

I didn’t realise that so many courses 
were on offer and I would certainly 

look into  doing one in the future 

Tutor was very helpful and 
encouraging, made it fun and 

easy to understand.

My self -confidence and wellbeing 
have improved massively from doing 

these courses. I feel as if I've found 
my direction in life.

Don't let the "normal standards" upset you; 
progress at your own pace and time.

Excellent learning environment. The courses have helped with my mental health.

I would definitely like  to take 
up further learning in the 
future to help support my 

child's education.

I wasn’t sure about coming today as I was 
nervous, but I'm so glad I pushed myself to 
come! I would tell other learners who feel 

the same, to give new experiences a go and 
if you don’t like it, you can always leave! 

Otherwise, you don’t know what you might 
be missing out on. I’m so glad 

I came and did this today

It was nice to do something different that I wouldn't 
do at home. It was good to sit with other people who 
were also creative. Bouncing ideas of each other. The 
talk about courses was good, it's nice to know these 

course are available close to where I live.

I’ve had such a nice day thank you. I am 
going to do the digital project. I don’t know 
how to use the internet much so the digital 

lady from Taff is going to help me.

A day without learning, is a day wasted.
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