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12 responses from 70 delegates

	1. Which of the following best describes the capacity in which you attended the event?
	
	Pa un o’r canlynol yw’r disgrifiad gorau o’ch swydd wrth fynychu’r digwyddiad?

	
	
	

	

Delegate 
	11
	
Cynrychiolydd

	

Speaker 
	1
	
Siaradwr

	
	
	

	2. What was your overall assessment of the event?
	
	Beth oedd eich asesiad cyffredinol y digwyddiad heddiw?

	
	
	

	

Excellent
	9
	
Rhagorol

	

Very Good
	2
	
Dda iawn

	

Good
	1
	
Dda

	

Satisfactory
	
	
Boddhaol

	

Poor
	
	
Wael

	
	
	

	3. The organisation of the event was generally:
	
	Ar y cyfan roedd trefniadau’r digwyddiad yn:

	
	
	

	

Excellent
	11
	
Rhagorol

	

Very Good
	
	
Dda iawn

	

Good
	1
	
Dda

	

Satisfactory
	
	
Boddhaol

	

Poor
	
	
Wael

	
	
	

	4. Which breakout sessions did you attend? 
	
	Pa sesiynau grŵp wnaethoch chi eu mynychu?

	· I didn't attend a breakout session 
· ESOL support and Inclusion (ESIP)  & Stones in the ESOL river:  What ESOL learners teach us about teaching ;Learner autonomy and teacher productivity for ESOL;
· ESOL support and Inclusion (ESIP)  & Stones in the ESOL river:  What ESOL learners teach us about teaching ;Learner autonomy and teacher productivity for ESOL;
· ESOL support and Inclusion (ESIP)  & Stones in the ESOL river:  What ESOL learners teach us about teaching ;Learner autonomy and teacher productivity for ESOL;
· ESOL support and Inclusion (ESIP)  & Stones in the ESOL river:  What ESOL learners teach us about teaching ;Learner autonomy and teacher productivity for ESOL;
· ESOL support and Inclusion (ESIP)  & Stones in the ESOL river:  What ESOL learners teach us about teaching ;Learner autonomy and teacher productivity for ESOL;
· ESOL support and Inclusion (ESIP)  & Stones in the ESOL river:  What ESOL learners teach us about teaching ;Learner autonomy and teacher productivity for ESOL;
· ESOL support and Inclusion (ESIP)  & Stones in the ESOL river:  What ESOL learners teach us about teaching ;
· ESOL support and Inclusion (ESIP)  & Stones in the ESOL river:  What ESOL learners teach us about teaching ;The role of WSOL in a multilingual, participatory approach to the adult migrant language education classroom ;
· Introduction to healing spaces ;The role of WSOL in a multilingual, participatory approach to the adult migrant language education classroom ;

· Introduction to healing spaces ;Learner autonomy and teacher productivity for ESOL;

· Introduction to healing spaces ;ESOL support and Inclusion (ESIP)  & Stones in the ESOL river:  What ESOL learners teach us about teaching ;



	5. What did you learn from the breakout sessions?
	
	Beth wnaethoch chi ei ddysgu o’r sesiynau grŵp?

	· Lots. Really too many to mention here. All very informative 
· A lot of interesting things
· I learnt a lot from Lora about addressing the ‘stones’ in the way of a language learner achieving their goals - thinking about each stone in turn helps to think of ways to remove the stone or alleviate the issue. Her research is fascinating!
· Very interesting
· Lucy who talked us through the ESIP project at CAVC was truly inspirational. The issues surrounding ALN including SpLDs and low literacy levels in 1st language have been a major stumbling block in our industry. Having worked as an SpLD specialist, literacy and ESOL tutor, I have conducted my own research in this area but to find Dr Smith has created an assessment tool kit is REALLY exciting. The Stones in the ESOL River was truly heartening and reminds us what it’s like to struggle and why we all get out of bed in the morning. I valued learning about AI apps ESOL practitioners are using and have a lot to feed back to my team.
· The session about digital tools to support ESOL learners, including the use of AI was very interesting. Both speakers were showcasing very interesting approaches they are using with their learners. I will definitely be exploring these ideas. The ESIP and Stones session was food for thought, very inspiring.
· That there are very dedicated tutors that work with learners. That learners will come with other needs that have to be supported as well as helping them learn English - e.g trauma, issues with housing etc. That there are tools available to assist tutors and learners in AI.
· I learned about the effects of trauma in the brain and how it changes people's ability to function and learn. I learned about different AI tools that can be used to support lesson planning and classroom learning and engagement.
· I gained a deeper understanding of how learning environments can be intentionally shaped to support emotional safety, particularly for learners with complex lived experiences. The session on healing spaces highlighted the importance of relational practice, trust-building, and trauma-informed approaches.
· Both breakout sessions were excellent. They both encouraged a different way of thinking and working. I will be taking these back into my classrooms.
· I was previously unaware of the ESIP project and the wide range of support that they are able to offer ESOL students.


	6. Did the sessions meet your expectations in terms of content?
	
	A wnaeth y sesiynau ateb eich disgwyliadau yn nhermau cynnwys?

	· Yes

· I was late to the party as I forgot to register, but yes, very good sessions
· Completely

· Yes Lora’s session was informative, engaging and thought provoking.
· Yes

· Exceeded them. Truly uplifting and inspirational
· Yes, both sessions were interesting and relevant.
· Very informative sessions - run by speakers who were willing to share their knowledge
· More or less.
· Very good

· I was unsure of the exact content so I was very pleased with the content of both. I chose well!
· The content went beyond my expectations.


	7. What did you like most about the event?
	
	Beth oeddech chi’n ei hoffi fwyaf am y digwyddiad?

	· It was well organised
· Friendly atmosphere
· Meeting other practitioners and discussing these subjects
· All good
· It was an exceptionally well planned day, every segment packed with QUALITY content.
· The learner panel was good and hosted really well in a limited timeframe.
· Enjoyed the whole day
· Networking with colleagues from other institutions, seeing what is done elsewhere, learning about new tools to help me do my job effectively.
· I particularly valued the integration of practice and lived experience within the sessions. The discussions felt grounded and relevant, especially in relation to supporting migrant and ESOL learners. The opportunity to hear diverse perspectives and practical approaches made the event both informative and applicable to real-world contexts.
· It was fast paced and had a great variety of content. There was something for everyone.
· All of the workshops and presentations were really informative and inspiring. 

· Many thanks to the organisers for having agreed for me to promote our democratic engagement teaching materials at the event and for having also shared these with attendees after the event - it was much appreciated.


	8. Please suggest how the event could have been improved
	
	Awgrymwch sut y gellid bod wedi gwella’r digwyddiad

	· Opportunity to attend all sessions
· Everything is brilliant!
· The only thing I can think of was that our staff said that they’d like more down time to chat and network. The mingling time is invaluable for informal partnership building. This is something which is so difficult to achieve in this industry where individuals have packed schedules.
· Although it's always interesting to hear speakers in senior positions giving context to ESOL in Wales, I felt that too much time was spent on these introductory elements of the day. This info can, potentially, be shared prior to the event, to enable the day to focus on learning elements of the day.
· It would be useful to have more variety in terms of topics. In this event we had two seminars related to trauma (repetition), a seminar about WSOL (although extremely interesting and important, it's a repetition from previous events I've attended), a seminar about AI (repetition from CPD days we have done in college). Some seminars were very PPT heavy, with few opportunities for interaction between the participants. It would be good to have more time to practice the ideas they gave us in the AI workshop as it was delivered very quickly and I didn't get a chance to have a go at it myself. Also, why not use the students that were part of the student panel during the workshops? They can give their own view of what is being discussed/taught. 
· Future events could be strengthened by involving more community-based organisations that work directly with ESOL learners. Including these organisations would bring valuable insights from practice, particularly around the lived experiences of learners beyond the classroom. This would help bridge the gap between formal education settings and community support, and provide a more holistic understanding of the challenges and opportunities within ESOL provision.
· I can't think of any ways to improve it. It was a refreshing change.
· Nothing to improve


	9. What did you learn from attending this event and how will you use this knowledge?
	
	Beth wnaethoch chi ddysgu o fynychu'r digwyddiad a sut fyddwch chi'n defnyddio'r wybodaeth yma?

	· Talking to different people and learn about their experiences
· In my teaching practice
· Recommend by my colleague
· I’m going to encourage the use of visual representations of learners Individual language
· Ideas for technology to use with ESOL learners.
· That you can't just teach English there is a holistic approach that has to take place to ensure learners of English are supported.
· The event reinforced the importance of embedding trauma-informed and culturally responsive approaches within educational support. I will apply this learning within my work on community-based education initiatives, particularly in supporting asylum seekers and refugees to access and navigate learning environments. The insights on learner autonomy and inclusive ESOL practices will directly inform programme design and deliver
· I think that sometimes we need to be open to new ideas and not be afraid to try them out in the classroom. It can be easy for our teaching to become a little stale and attending events like these opens us up new technology and can reignite our passion for teaching. I will be looking at different ways to use AI in a productive and fun way for learners.
· When referring students to CAVC who are literacy learners or have additional support needs, I will be able to refer them to ESIP.



	10. Do you have any ideas for speakers or content you’d like to see at our next event?
	
	A oes gennych unrhyw syniadau ar gyfer siaradwyr neu gynnwys yr hoffech ei weld yn ein digwyddiad nesaf?



	· Engaging activities in ESOL class
· Dr Anne Margaret Smith please!

· Some sessions linked to delegates who are not tutors but are responsible for setting up courses

· It would be nice to have more seminars/discussions on practical teaching ideas, for example, ideas for how to help studetns improve reading and writing skills. A practical seminar on how to change the classroom dynamics to be more student focused rather than teacher led. A practical seminar on how to do flip learning. Perhaps a 'sharing best practice' session (similar to what they do in Natecla). In past conferences, we had more time to ask the student panel specific questions about their learning experience. Also, I need more training on how to teach digital skills to ESOL students in a mixed ability classroom (entry 3).

· It would be valuable to include sessions led by individuals with lived experience of the ESOL system, as well as practitioners working at the intersection of language education, mental health, and integration policy. A focus on pathways from ESOL into further and higher education would also be beneficial.

· Fun activities for warmers/coolers and speaking.

· Someone from English for Action? https://efalondon.org/
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